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Goals of presentation

§Provide a quick overview of one STAR 
intervention: community-based distribution 
(CBD) of HIV self-tests (HIVST)

§Highlight data capture tools used to measure 
outputs, outcomes, and impacts of community 
distribution model



STAR evaluation: Impact of community 
distribution of HIVST

§Does community-based distribution of HIVST 
increase testing rates and rates of linkage to 
ART services? 

§Cluster (facility) randomized design, with 
facility catchment areas randomly allocated to 
receive HIVST distribution or no distribution

§Examples from Malawi used; similar research 
in Zambia



Unpacking the research question: 
inputs, outputs, outcomes, impacts

Need to know actions of CBD, client, and facility staff –
collect data at each step of distribution process

Inputs Outputs                                       Outcomes Impacts
• Self-test 

kits
• Training 

materials
• Staff time

• Test kits 
distributed

• Information 
on testing 
and linkage 
disseminated

• Clients use ST 
kits

• Clients link to 
prevention or 
treatment if 
needed

• Adverse 
outcomes?

• More people 
know their 
status

• More PWHA on 
treatment



SCQ

STAR CBDA intervention and data collection

HIVST

1. CBDA brings self-test, self-completed 
questionnaire, and self-referral form to client

Self-
referral 

form

CBDA register



2. CBDA completes registry entry with information 
on number of test kits distributed

CBDA register

STAR CBDA intervention and data collection



CBDA registry data form

§ Limited information on household members (sex and age)
§ Number of kits distributed



SCQ
HIVST

3. Client completes test and drops used test kit 
and questionnaire in box

STAR CBDA intervention and data collection



STAR client self-completed 
questionnaire

§ Pictograms and 
words for low-
literacy populations

§ Includes questions 
on outcomes: test 
results, harms, 
satisfaction with 
test



4. Client brings self-referral form to clinic and 
receives additional services as needed

Self-
referral 

form

STAR CBDA intervention and data collection



STAR self-referral form

§ ST kit distributor is 
identified for 
research and follow-
up

§ Facility ID number 
and health data 
included

§ Provides data on 
outcomes and impact 
of intervention on 
ART use 



4. Survey teams visit at beginning and end of 
intervention to measure population impact

Survey 
questions

STAR CBDA intervention and data collection



Household survey questions

§ Data collected from members of households within the 
facility catchment area

§ Include questions on impacts – self-reported testing 
and ART use – as well as outcomes

§ Sociodemographic data allows us to identify whether 
ST use differs by important characteristics

§ Data collected on harms, including forced testing and 
disclosure and IPV



Summary: STAR data collection tools
Survey tool Inputs Outputs                                       Outcomes Impacts
CBDA registry CBDA 

visits
Test kits 
and 
information  
distributed

Self-
completed 
questionnaire

Test kits 
used

Adverse events 
(forced testing)

Self-referral 
form

Linkage to 
treatment 

Household 
survey

CBDA 
visit

Test kit 
received

• Test kit used
• Adverse 

events 
(forced 
testing and 
disclosure, 
IPV)

• Population 
testing rate

• Population 
ART use



Benefits and drawbacks of STAR data 
collection tools
Benefits Drawbacks
• Items measured in 

multiple ways – allows 
for cross-checking or 
triangulation

• Measure items from 
perspective of everyone 
involved in community 
distribution

• Different data tools may 
yield different results –
what to do?

• Large amounts of data to 
clean and analyse

• Clients, CBDs, and 
facility staff all required 
to complete data tools –
heavy burden
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website

http://hivstar.lshtm.ac.uk/protocols/


